
Donõt let a flood wash away whatõs 

important to you.  

Tips and advice to protect you, 

your family and your home:  

before, during and after a flood.  



Avoiding Flood Damage: A Checklist for Homeowners 

Are you looking for ways to protect your home from flooding? There are many things 

you can do, depending on the flood hazard in your area, the characteristics of your 

property, and the zoning and building codes in your community. Some methods are 

fairly simple and inexpensive; others will require a professional contractor.  

This homeownerõs checklist will help you become familiar with what you can do. For 

more information about the costs and benefits of each method, talk to a professional 

builder, architect or contractor. You should also ask your building department about 

building permit requirements.  

Do you know your flood risk?  

Call your local emergency management 

office, building department or floodplain 

management office for information about 

flooding. Ask to see a flood map of your 

community. There may be a  projected 

flood elevation for your neighborhood. 

This information will help you determine 

how much water is likely to come in.  

Do you have enough flood insurance?  

Even if you have taken steps to protect 

your home from flooding, you still need 

flood insurance if you live in a  floodplain.      

Homeownersõ policies do not cover flood 

damage, so you will need a separate  

policy under the National Flood Insurance 

Program (NFIP).  

It takes 30 days for a flood policy to take   

effect. This is why you need to purchase 

flood insurance before flooding occurs.  

If your insurance agent is unable to write 

a flood policy, call 1 -800-638-6620 for 

more  information.  

Is the main electric switchbox located 

above potential flood waters?  

The main electric panel board (electric 

fuses or circuit breakers) should be at least 

12ó above the projected flood elevation 

for your home. The panel board height is 

regulated by code. All electrical work 

should be done by a licensed electrician.  

Are electric outlets and switches       

located above potential flood waters?  

Consider elevating all electric outlets, 

switches, light sockets, baseboard heaters 

and wiring at least 12ó above the pro-

jected flood elevation of your home.  

You may also want to elevate electric 

lines (at the point they enter your home) 

at least 12ó above the projected flood 

elevation.  

In areas that could get wet, connect all 

receptacles to a ground fault interrupter 

(GFI) circuit to avoid the risk of shock or 

electrocution.  

Have electrical wiring done by a licensed 

electrician.  



Avoiding Flood Damage: A Checklist for Homeowners 

(continued) 

Are the washer and dryer above      

potential flood waters?  

For  protection against shallow flood      

waters, the washer and dryer can     

sometimes be elevated on masonry or 

pressure-treated lumber at least 12ó 

above the projected flood elevation. 

Other options are moving the washer and 

dryer to a higher floor, or building a   

floodwall around the appliances.  

Are the furnace and water heaters 

above potential flood waters?  

The furnace and water heater can be 

placed on masonry blocks or concrete at 

least 12ó above the projected flood     

elevation, moved to inside a floodwall or 

move to higher floor. (You have more   

options for protecting a new furnace. Ask 

your utility about rebates for new energy 

efficient furnaces. The rebate plus the  

savings in fuel costs could make the     

purchase feasible.)  

Furnaces that operate horizontally can be 

suspended from ceiling joists if the joists 

are strong enough to hold the weight.   

Installing a draft -down furnace in the attic 

may be an option if allowed by local 

codes. Some heating vents can be        

located above the projected flood      

elevation.  

Outside air conditioning compressors, 

heat pumps or package units (single  

Units that include a furnace and air     

conditioner) can be placed on a base of 

masonry, concrete or pressure treated 

lumber.  

All work must conform to state and local 

building codes.  

Is the fuel tank anchored securely?  

A fuel tank can tip over or float in a 

flood, causing fuel to spill or catch fire. 

Cleaning up a house that has been  

inundated with flood waters            

containing fuel oil ca be extremely   

difficult and costly.  

Fuel tanks should be securely            

anchored to the floor. Make sure vents 

and fill line openings are above        

projected flood levels.  

Propane tanks are the property of the 

propane company. Youõll need written 

permission to anchor them. Ask 

whether the company can do it first.  

Be sure all work conforms to state and 

local building codes.  

Does the floor drain have a float plug?  

Install a floating floor drain plug at the  

current drain location. If the floor drain 

pipe backs up, the float will rise and plug 

the drain.  

 



Avoiding Flood Damage: A 

Checklist for Homeowners 

(continued) 

Does the sewer system have a     

backflow valve?  

If flood waters enter the sewer system, 

sewage can back up and enter your 

home. To prevent this, have a licensed 

plumber install and interior or exterior 

backflow valve. Check with your building 

You may have other options for   

avoiding flood damage depending on 

your needs and financial resources. 

These include building drainage       

systems around the property, sealing 

openings such as low windows,     

building levees, constructing exterior 

floodwalls around basement doors 

and window wells, improving exterior 

walls, elevating buildings away from 

floodplains.  

For more information talk to a          

professional builder, architect or     

contractor. Ask your building             

department about building permit    

requirements.  

 

Information obtained from                

Oregon.gov and FEMA.  

Flood: Know Your Terms  
Familiarize yourself with these terms to 

help identify a flood hazard:  

 

Flood Watch:  

Flooding is possible. Tune in to NOAA 

Weather Radio, commercial radio, or 

television for information.  

 

Flash Flood Watch:  

Flash flooding is possible. Be prepared to 

move to higher ground; listen to NOAA 

Weather Radio, commercial radio, or 

television for information.  

 

Flood Warning:  

Flooding is occurring or will occur soon; if 

advised to evacuate, do so immediately.  

 

Flash Flood Warning:  

A flash flood is occurring; seek higher 

ground on foot immediately  



Educate Yourself  

After getting flood insurance, there are several things you can do to minimize losses in 

your home and ensure your familyõs safety. 

 

1. Safeguard your possessions.  

Create a personal òflood fileó containing information about all your possessions and keep it in 

a secure place, such as a safe deposit box or waterproof container. This file should have:  

¶ A copy of your insurance policies with your agentõs contact information. 

Conduct a household inventory:  For insurance purposes, be sure to keep a written and visual 

(i.e., videotaped or photographed) record of all major household items and valuables, 

even those stored in basements, attics or garages. Create files that include serial numbers 

and store receipts for major appliances and electronics. Have jewelry and artwork         

appraised. These documents are critically important when filing insurance claims. Copies 

of all other critical documents, including finance records or receipts of major purchases.  

 

2. Develop a family emergency plan.  

¶ Create a safety kit with drinking water, canned food, first aid, blankets, a radio, and a 

flashlight.  

¶ Post emergency telephone numbers by the phone and teach your children how to dial 

911. 

¶ Plan and practice a flood evacuation route with your family. Know safe routes from 

home, work, and school that are on higher ground.  

¶ Ask an out -of -state relative or friend to be your emergency family contact.  

Have a plan to protect your pets.  

 

Protect Yourself and Your Home  

Hereõs what you can do to stay safe during a flood: 

 

¶ If flooding occurs, go to higher ground and avoid areas subject to flooding.  

¶ Do not attempt to walk across flowing streams or drive through flooded roadways.  

¶ If water rises in your home before you evacuate, go to the top floor, attic, or roof.  

¶ Listen to a battery -operated radio for the latest storm information.  

¶ Turn off all utilities at the main power switch and close the main gas valve if advised to do 

so. 

 



During a Flood  
If a flood is likely in your area, you should:  

¶ Listen to the radio or television for information.  

¶ Be aware that flash flooding can occur. If there is any possibility of a flash flood, move im-

mediately to higher ground. Do not wait for instructions to move.  

¶ Be aware of streams, drainage channels, canyons, and other areas known to flood sud-

denly. Flash floods can occur in these areas with or without such typical warnings as rain 

clouds or heavy rain.  

 

If you must prepare to evacuate, you should do the following:  

¶ Secure your home. If you have time, bring in outdoor furniture. Move essential items to an 

upper floor.  

¶ Turn off utilities at the main switches or valves if instructed to do so. Disconnect electrical 

appliances. Do not touch electrical equipment if you are wet or standing in water.  

 

If you have to leave your home, remember these evacuation tips:  

¶ Do not walk through moving water. Six inches of moving water can make you fall. If you 

have to walk in water, walk where the water is not moving. Use a stick to check the firmness 

of the ground in front of you.  

 

Driving Flood Facts  

The following are important points to remember when driving in flood conditions:  

Do not drive into flooded areas. If floodwaters rise around your car, abandon 

the car and move to higher ground if you can do so safely. You and the vehicle 

can be quickly swept away.  

 

¶ Six inches of water will reach the bottom of most passenger cars causing loss of  

control and possible stalling.  

¶ A foot of water will float many vehicles.  

¶ Two feet of rushing water can carry away most vehicles including sport utility           

vehicles (SUVõs) and pick-ups. 



After a Flood  
The following are guidelines for the period following a flood:  

 

¶ Listen for news reports to learn whether the communityõs water supply is safe to drink. 

¶ Avoid floodwaters; water may be contaminated by oil, gasoline, or raw sewage. Water 

may also be electrically charged from underground or downed power lines.  

¶ Avoid moving water.  

¶ Be aware of areas where floodwaters have receded. Roads may have weakened and 

could collapse under the weight of a car.  

¶ Stay away from downed power lines, and report them to the power company.  

¶ Return home only when authorities indicate it is safe.  

¶ Stay out of any building if it is surrounded by floodwaters.  

¶ Use extreme caution when entering buildings; there may be hidden damage, particularly 

in foundations.  

¶ Service damaged septic tanks, cesspools, pits, and leaching systems as soon as possible. 

Damaged sewage systems are serious health hazards.  

¶ Clean and disinfect everything that got wet. Mud left from floodwater can contain sew-

age and chemicals.  

The information in this flyer was gathered from FEMA, Oregon.gov and floodsmart.gov  

If you have any additional questions or concerns please feel free to contact The Columbia 

Soil and Water Conservation District. If we donõt have the information we will be able to   

direct you to someone that does.  

Columbia SWCD  

2514 Sykes Road  

St. Helens, OR 97051 

503.397.4555 

info@columbiaswcd.com  



FLOOD PHOTOS FROM 2007/2008 


