
 

 

 

 

 How do you make the Rain work for you?  Collect it and use it!  

 

Designing a system is easy and common sense, as long as you know what you need.  Follow these 

simple steps to design your own system.  

How much water do you need?  How much can you get off your roof?  

1. You can use your water -bill as a way to estimate your storage needs.  Figure out 

how many gallons you want to use each month and multiply that by three.  

Thatõs the amount of water you need to store in your collection tanks to get you 

through the dry summer months.  

2. Using the square footage of your roof to each downspout and the annual    

rainfall, run through this calculation to figure out how much water each     

downspout will produce.  

 

Area (ft 2) x Average rainfall (in) ÷ 12 x 7.5 = Gallons/Year  

 

Place your Storage Tanks in a area where the rain can fill them using gravity, and they will not 

impact your other practices.  Heavier tanks need gravel or concrete pads to support their weight.  

One Gallon of water equals 8.35 pounds.  A 7,500 gal storage tank will weigh 62,625 lbs just in 

water weight!  A 55 gallon drum weighs 459.25 lbs!  

 

 

 

 

 

Plan your Water Distribution System according to your desired usage.  Pumps, pressure tanks,  

pressured lines, filters, and/or sprinklers are typical items in a system.  Know what you want the 

system to do and design it accordingly.  

 

 

 

 

 

Have a plan for your Overflow .  Design a Rain Garden  (Page 6) or Bioswale  to handle the water 

that you don't collect, or that comes from your tanks when they fill up.  Rain falls in fits and spurts, 

so have a plan for what to do with the excess.  
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Dave Freytag  
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UP-COMING EVENTS 

November 02, 2010 Scappoose Bay Watershed Council Meeting 7PM  

November 09, 2010 Lower Columbia River Watershed Council    

Meeting 7PM  

November 11, 2010 Office closed, Happy Veteranõs Day 

November 17, 2010 Columbia SWCD Monthly Board Meeting 7:30PM  

November 25 - 26, 2010 Office closed, Happy Thanksgiving  

December 07, 2010 Scappoose Bay Watershed Council Meeting 7PM  

December 14, 2010 Lower Columbia River Watershed Council    

Meeting 7PM  

December 15, 2010 Columbia SWCD Annual Meeting 6 PM Quincy 

Grange  

 

The Columbia SWCD attended the Annual Kiwanis Childrenõs Fair at The          

St. Helens High School on Saturday , October 30, 2010.  Tyler and Malyssa had 

a fun time  coloring Salmon and butterflies with the kids. We had a great    

turnout and hope to do it again next year.  Pictures are courtesy of Bill Eagle. 

Bill is a Kiwanis member and also our board  secretary. Thanks Bill!  

 

 

 



 

 

Conservation 

is a state of 

harmony     

between 

man and 

land.  

 

~ Aldo       

Leopold  

P A G E  3  

 

The Columbia Soil and Water Conservation 

District (SWCD) and Scappoose Bay Watershed 

Council (SBWC) have been working together 

for the past three years to eradicate an 

invasive plant called Knotweed along the 

north and south forks and main stem of 

Scappoose Creek.  Despite how the name 

sounds, Knotweed is a very problematic weed 

because of its ability to spread and take over 

areas where it is introduced.  Many landowners 

throughout the County who have it on their 

property understand how difficult it can be to 

eradicate.  

Knotweed is native to Asia and was introduced here as an ornamental plant for garden 

landscapes.  It has hollow, jointed stems that can get up to 15 feet tall, large, spade -shaped 

leaves, and clusters of fleecy, white flowers that show in mid -late summer.  The plant looks 

similar to bamboo and is also known as òMexican bambooó and òfleece flower.ó Knotweed is 

found mainly in moist areas along the creek where it spreads both by an underground root 

system and fragments that break off to form new stands.  This fragmenting is especially 

problematic along the creek because pieces that break off are carried downstream and can 

root and form new stands.  

To eradicate knotweed, the SWCD is contracting with licensed herbicide applicators to treat 

along the creek and on properties where the landowners have given permission to do so.  The 

chemical used is labeled for use along waterways and is non -toxic to wildlife because the 

active ingredient attacks a cell that is specific to plants and not found in animals.  The 

applicators have also started using a chemical that has proven to be very effective in very 

small concentrations, so minimal herbicide is necessary to achieve desired results.  Of course, 

there are always risks when using an herbicide, so the applicators target only the knotweed 

when spraying and do not broadcast the herbicide, 

reducing overspray and  minimizing the impact.  

There is so much effort going into eradicating knotweed 

because it spreads so rapidly and is detrimental to    

native plants and animals by destroying habitat.  This is not 

only bad for wildlife but also for people that enjoy living 

and recreating along the creek.  There would not be the 

diverse array of native plants, birds, and fish that exists 

today and just being able to see the creek would be 

hindered by the tall dense stands that knotweed is able to 

produce.   

Like any effort on such a large scale, it takes the cooperation of the community to make it 

possible.  We have seen a huge reduction in Knotweed along the creeks over the past three 

years thanks to cooperation from private landowners to permit access to enter and treat 

along their properties.  Since Knotweed has such complex underground root systems, it may 

take a few years to eradicate a patch, so this will be an ongoing effort in years to come.  

Knotweed treatment takes place at the end of summer each year, so if you have knotweed 

and have not had it treated before, please 

contact the SWCD or Watershed Council to be 

part of treatment efforts.  

Knocking Out Knotweed By Chas McCoy  

Chas McCoy 

Seasonal Weed Program Coordinator  

(503) 397-7904 


